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On June 28, 2007 a Certificate of Incorporation was granted by the New
Mexico Public Regulations Commission that created the Charitable Non-
Profit Corporation called the Humane Society of Southern New Mexico.
Since that date many citizens concerned about improving humane
treatment for companion animals have joined our efforts to strive for an
animal friendly community.

The Mission
To Develop and Sustain a Community Coalition
of Allied Organizations and Members of the Community for the Purpose of
Saving the Lives of Healthy and Treatable Animals.

To support and assist the many individual programs or organizations that
play a critical role in reducing euthanasia.

The Goals
#1 Help Increase the Adoption of Animals from Shelters.

#2 Help Decrease the Killing of Healthy Companion Animals.
#3 Help Implement Best Practices in Animal Welfare

This mission and goal statements have directed the work of HSSNM for
the first year. They remain valid following a banner year full of
achievements, progress and momentum that is beyond what the founders
dared to dream.

“Working to Bring the Community Together for the Animals” became our
call to action. HSSNM recognized early on that community-wide solutions
were needed to address the severe pet overpopulation and euthanasia of
unwanted and homeless companion animals in Dona Ana County.
Government leaders, business community leaders, animal advocates and
citizens of all ages, interests and backgrounds must work together.
Community coalition is essential to reduce our pet overpopulation through
spay and neuter, increased pet rescue and fostering, and many more
adoptions from our community shelters.

Our first year was invested in strong advocacy, supporting the hard work
of our many volunteers. Building positive relationships with people and
organizations throughout our community is essential for keeping HSSNM
successful in achieving our mission and goals.
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The Founding Values Imbedded into HSSNM

The founding members incorporated values into HSSNM for the purpose of
assuring fidelity to the animals, while at the same time building community
respect and trust. HSSNM is required to have Members. Our members are
expected to contribute to achieving our mission and goals through community
education, animal welfare events, and participation in community affairs. The
Board of Directors is nominated and elected by the members. The board is
responsible for stewardship in concert with the mission and goals. Our fiscal
affairs will be reported to the community.

The board of directors for HSSNM is responsible for sustaining transparency
and open communications with the members and the community at large. The
additional work required to sustain these values is rewarded by community
trust, fiscal integrity, and responsiveness of our organization to the public.

“We have given people who
have a need for achievement, friends and
teamwork, a place to call home”

Year One Accomplishments

The inaugural year for HSSNM brought challenges learning how to function as
an all-volunteer organization, but the opportunities for the animals just kept
coming! The accomplishments of HSSNM almost always included teamwork
with other organizations. We are a place for citizens with a wide variety of
interests in addition to their love of animals. Here are a few accomplishments:

v Submitted a proposal for the shelter with extended adoption hours, more
affordable adoptions, involvement of local veterinarians and a $1.2 million
budget in May of 2007. State approval of our corporation was pending.

v The Wall of Hope was developed with the Las Cruces Boys & Girls Club for
display at the 2007 Las Cruces Pet Expo. The first annual Candle Light
Vigil was held at the Pet Expo for those animals that had lost their lives.

v’ Facilitated the use of the Santa Fe Animal Shelter & Humane Society
Mobile Spay Neuter Van in Southern New Mexico in the winter of 07-08.
Over 670 spay & neuter surgeries of family pets occurred with funding from
five other animal advocacy organizations across southern New Mexico.

v Forged media relationships throughout the year for a stream of animal
welfare news to increase community awareness of shelter operations, pet
overpopulation, and companion animal welfare concerns.

v’ Joined Free Spay Neuter to start the “Snooter Club” at the Las Cruces Boys
& Girls Club. This is a Roots & Shoots/Jane Goodall Institute initiative for
youth education in the causes and prevention of over-population of
companion animals.
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Year One Accomplishments (Cont.)

v Coordinated a successful Legislative Capital Campaign with Animal
Protection Voters of NM for the 2008 Legislative Session resulting in
$140,000 in capital funding for use in Dona Ana County.

v’ Launched the LifeSavers Animal Adoption Events at local businesses.
American Classifieds kicked off our first event in the fall of 2007.

v Developed the HSSNM Website at www.hssnm.org through
collaboration with the Dona Ana Branch digital and media arts program
and Debbie Hands, a local digital media artist. Community calendar,
animal welfare events and articles are hosted.

v’ Developed the Saturday Farmers Market Animal Adoption Events at
the Downtown Mall with our community shelter. Media coverage,
community awareness, dozens of pet adoptions, and volunteer
recruitment for our community shelter has resulted. Recently this event
has transitioned to shelter oversight.

v Pet Adoption Counselors have been trained using HSSNM training
curriculum that has been donated to the shelter for their use. HSSNM
graduates continue volunteer work as adoption counselors at the
shelter and at off-site adoption events today.

v’ Off Site Cat Adoptions at the Las Cruces PetSmart store was revived
by a cadre of HSSNM volunteers who provide daily care and support
cat adoptions 7 days a week. HSSNM entered into an agreement with
PetSmart Charities to place altered shelter cats for adoption.

v" HSSNM hosted the “Welcome to Las Cruces” event for our Shelter
Director in spring of 2008.

v' The HSSNM “On the Positive Side” weekly animal welfare article
developed in partnership with the Las Cruces Sun News adds to
community understanding of pet overpopulation, our role as citizens
and positive steps in the right direction for our community.

v’ Co-Hosted the 2" Annual Las Cruces Mutt Show, an American Red
Cross Fund & Friend-Raiser in the spring of 2008 to create awareness
and funds for the Las Cruces Chapter of American Red Cross in a fun
family atmosphere where mutts of every kind rule over the breed dogs
of Las Cruces.

And the HSSNM Work Continues On. Starting another exciting year.....

v/ HSSNM is a NM State Humane Conference Sponsor. August 25-26 in Albuquerque, NM.
www.nmhumane.org.

v The “Wall of Hope” Proclamation by City of Las Cruces to create awareness of the 12,000
homeless or unwanted animals losing their lives each year in our animal welfare system.

v 1% Annual Members Meeting, August 21, 2008. A “community-invited” event.
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THANK YOU
for the HeART LAS CRUCES!

Over 125 Community Artists and over 25(3
= - 1 = animal lovers came to together on June 20'
@% AMM&@ at the Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum for
fun, friends and to raise funds for the
animals who need us most.

As a result of this event and the generosity of the Las Cruces & Dona Ana County
Community over $20,000 in funds are now dedicated by HSSNM for community
education, spay & neuter services, off-site adoption events, media outreach and many
other activities directly related to saving the lives of companion animals in Southern
New Mexico.

THANKS AGAIN TO OUR GENEROUS EVENT SPONSORS

LAs CRUCES SUN-NEWS B, o bic Hands

Dc.-};_.g.ﬁ www.handsdeb.com

SUSAN ALDERMAN

Y.< Southwest Sport & .
/,f;:"'- Spine Center, Inc. RThE Free Spay and
N Neuter Program ;4=
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William and Jean Gilbert

i BURKE
Dean and Diane Hammond INSURANCE
Bob and Dona Hearn 575.524 2222

Bill and Sue Patterson
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On the Pawsitive Side: It's A Family Affair

Eleven year old Brock and her older sister Blair told their parents one Saturday morning
at the Farmers Market, “Mom and Dad, They are saving animals and we need you to
sign us up so we can help” So John, Audrey and their two daughters Brock and Blair
became regular volunteers at the Saturday Farmer's Market HSSNM Dog Adoption
Events. Cute kids. Loving parents. Hold on. Something’s a bit different.

Brock had recently traded her dreams of castles and princes on steeds for the goal of
becoming a veterinarian. Every Saturday morning the girls eagerly studied each animal
fact sheet. Firstin line to learn about their charge when dad unloaded the shelter dogs
for the event. Both observed and quickly acquired the art of dog handling - as well as
schmoozing the passers-by at the Farmers Market. “He’s a friendly boy who just needs
the right home.”

One Saturday a Husky mix took a liking to Dad, and a double-adoption event occurred
for the family when Aunt Annie adopted another fine dog from the event. So, “Athos”
joined “Porthos” the family rottweiler and sidekick “Little Bit”, the bouncy rat terrier. A
storybook ending. AImost.

The 4-H Public Speaking Contest was coming
up. Brock decided to compete for the first
time. “I want to talk about volunteering to
save lives with HSSNM”. Brock took First
Place in the Novice Division speaking to 750
people. “I did this speech because | thought |
had the chance to have hundreds of people
- hear this one message — We have to save

‘ these animals.”

J The Dona Ana Arts Council Career Art Path
was more Blair’s thing this summer. Vanessa Bryce has asked Blair to fill her sketch
pad with illustrations for the next edition of “Snooter” the story of a pup who helps kids
understand pet overpopulation and their role to spay & neuter pets to save lives. “I have
several sketches for Mrs. Vanessa to consider. | will keep drawing until she is happy
and has all the pictures she wants and needs.”

Dad has the final word about HSSNM. “To thrive animals need basics — food attention,
and love.” “It is easy to love these beautiful creatures” says John. “You only have to
look in their eyes to know that they are waiting to please their owners. If we get the
message out there that there is plenty of love to be had, we feel sure that families will
come forward to volunteer and adopt. There is no bigger blessing in this world than to
be loved.” John adds “We feel completely blessed by the animals, and by our volunteer
time with them.”
You said it John. And we agree.




From the President of HSSNM:

The Humane Society of Southern New Mexico was created to help our community
stop the killing of healthy or treatable companion animals. Dona Ana County and the City
of Las Cruces currently have an out of control overpopulation of companion animals. Itis
expected that approximately twelve thousand pets will again be killed this year, then
disposed of in our community landfill.

This is unacceptable. That is why we exist. This is a community-wide problem that
cannot be remedied by our government leaders and public employees alone. There are so
many ways that you can contribute to the solution. If you are reading this, then
congratulations, you are part of the first step — greater community awareness!

We must work together; government, advocates, business community, families,
voters and citizens; all taking positive steps forward to end this senseless and costly
waste. My dog still believes we are better people than this. | trust him.

If you wish to spend a bit of time participating in off-site adoptions, animal care or
fostering, production of educational materials, or one of our many fun projects or events
on our website, then contact the Humane Society of Southern New Mexico. We work
closely with our community animal shelter to save lives. Much more information is on our
website www.hssnm.org, or just call us at (575) 521-3642.

The City of Las Cruces and Dona Ana County jointly operate our public animal
shelter, known as The Animal Service Center of the Mesilla Valley. This is a great place to
volunteer also. Contact them at (575) 382-0018. They are on the City website at www.las-

cruces.orqg.

Please support our area animal welfare organizations that are working to end
overpopulation of companion animals and increase adoptions from our community
shelter. This includes the Free Spay Neuter Program, Spay Neuter Action Program, and
Safe Haven Animal Sanctuary.

Thanks for taking the time to consider how we as individuals, and how our
community as a whole will treat our companion dogs, cats and other pets. Itis a personal
decision to treat them with respect and affection. Con carino y respeto.

For the love of animals,

Mike Hainer
President, Humane Society of New Mexico
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